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Conf#r#nc# ca'' for pap#r- 

"s announced in the pre0ious 1eet 1irst2 the "341" annual conference 7ill be 
held at the "ustralian 9nstitute of :port in ;anberra on the <=th and <>th of 
"u?ust@ 
 
1ollo7in? on from our pre0ious conferences in 3elbourne and :BdneB2 7e are 
in0itin? members of the "341" and others in0ol0ed in prescribin?2 usin? or 
supplBin? medical ?rade foot7ear to present a paper@  Che presentation maB 
ran?e from a short ten minute case presentation to a detailed description of 
ori?inal research@ 
 
9 am sure that members that attended last Bear 7ill recall the presentations bB 
Drnie CBe on usin? Eatabases for mana?in? a 341 business and Er@ FBlton 
3enGHs presentation on I9mpro0in? balance usin? tactile sensorB feedbacJ@K 
 
Chis is Bour opportunitB to contribute to the de0elopment of 341 in "ustralia@  
Che conference 7ill be a miLture of presentations2 open forums2 7orJshops and 
an opportunitB for net7orJin? 7ith collea?ues and friends@ 
 
Che ni?ht before the conference 7ill a?ain be the "341" annual ?eneral 
meetin?@  Mast Bear important decisions 7ere made about the mana?ement of 
the association and this BearHs "43 7ill be Nust as important@ 
 
9n the same 7aB as last Bear2 suppliers 7ill be in0ited to taJe part in the supplier 
eLhibition@  Dach supplier 7ill be entitled to a table and surroundin? area of 
approLimatelB <O sPuare metres to sho7 their products and meet 7ith 
attendees@  1or further details on cost and a0ailabilitB of eLhibit space2 contact 
1rances Qee0es on ROST UVS= OWV>@ 
 
Chis Bear 7e are encoura?in? members of 
the same or?anisation to attend 7ith the 
ne7 discount policB of ?i0in? SXY off the 
second and subsePuent person from the 
same or?anisation@  Chis discount applies 
to both members and nonZmembers so if 
more than one person attends and all are 
members there is a si?nificant sa0in?@ 
 
"ccommodation for the conference 7ill also 
be pro0ided at the "ustralian 9nstitute of 
:port@  DarlB birds 7ill also be able to tour 
the institute and perhaps meet their 
fa0ourite [lBmpian@  :o let us Jno7 if Bou 
can present a paper at the conference2 but 
definitelB marJ the second 7eeJ of "u?ust 
in Bour diarB for the "341" "nnual 
conference@ 
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From the President.s /es0 
Che 341 Qe?ister continues to ?ro7 and become more 
important to the members of "341"@ 
 
Mast 1ebruarB a ;ertification \anel 7as con0ened and a 
further four practitioners 7ere entered onto the re?ister@  
CheB Noin the slo7lB ?ro7in? but stron? representation 
of members that ha0e undertaJen the necessarB 
trainin? and demonstrated their competence in the field 
of 3edical 4rade 1oot7ear@ 
 
9t is pleasin? that our on?oin? trainin? is bein? taJen so 
seriouslB and the number of practitioners ?ro7s@  "s a 
result of the ?ro7in? stren?th of the re?ister and the 
health funds seeJin? 7aBs of reco?nisin? professionals 
in the desi?n2 manufacture and supplB of 3412 a 
number of funds are no7 usin? the 341 Qe?ister as a 
prima facie e0idence of competence@ 
 
3embers are reminded that in order to become certified 
theB must complete the S or > daB trainin? pro?ram 
offered2 7orJ in the industrB in accordance 7ith the 
criteria and present a case studB at the le0el of 
certification sou?ht@ 
 
Chere are a number of opportunities bein? offered for 
the trainin? in most states of "ustralia@  ]nfortunatelB 
the "pril trainin? in \erth had to be cancelled due to 
insufficient numbers re?isterin? for the trainin?@  
Fo7e0er due to the support of the state representati0e2 
;lare ^elson in 3elbourne and Drnie CBe in Brisbane2 
trainin? courses ha0e been completed in each of those 
states@   
 
3embers 7ill recall that daBs < and S 7ere offered in 
\erth last Bear thanJs due to the efforts of Fo7ard 
:mith@ 

Clare 'elson received her certificate of MGF Practitioner 

" Puestion often asJed of the 341 \ractitioner is can a 
person 7ith diabetes 7ear a traditional dress shoe 
7ithout doin? dama?e to the foot` Che ?eneral ans7er 
is abes2 but@@@a@   

Craditional dress shoe maB be 7orn onlB bB patients but 
onlB if theB ha0e had no pre0ious problems 7ith their 
feet and 7here neuropathB isnct present@  Craditional 
tBpes of shoes that are 7orn bB men include oLfords2 
slipZons or leatherZsoled shoes@  1or 7omen the 
traditional dress shoes are pumps2 flats and heels@ 

Che tBpe of problems 7e see from the traditional tBpe of 
shoe to the 7earer are caused due to 7hat is in0ol0ed 
in phBsicallB Jeepin? the shoe on the foot2 or throu?h 
the use of inappropriate sole materials that allo7 ?round 
forces to push up a?ainst hi?hZrisJ areas of the foot@ 

D#co6n%E%n6 t;# )ro?'#m- 

Both mencs and 7omencs slipZon shoes ha0e to be fit 
narro7 or short in the forefoot to Jeep the rear foot from 
slippin? at the heel@  " diabetic 7ho is neuropathic 7ill 
not feel the rubbin? of the shoes a?ainst the first or fifth 
toe2 7hich maB cause a blister@  9f the indi0idual 
continues 7earin? the problem shoe blood maB become 
apparent2 and there is a chance of ?ettin? an infection 
throu?h the 7ound@ 

Eress shoes 7ith thin leather soles offer no protection 
to the plantar surface a?ainst ?round forces@  \atients 
7ith plantar callus due to repetiti0e stress maB end up 
7ith blisters2 or e0en microZhaemorrha?in?@ 

4%nd%n6 1't#rnat%8#- 

Chere are alternati0es to traditional dress shoes@  9t is 
important for 341 practitioners to remember that 
diabetic patients are people first@  CheB ha0e li0es and 
families and festi0ities theB 7ant to Ror ha0e toT attend@  
CheB 7ill be ?oin? to 7eddin?s2 church2 familB or social 
?atherin?s and unfortunatelB funerals2 and theB 7ill 
need somethin? appropriatelB formal to 7ear@ 

decd all liJe to belie0e that 7hen a foot is at risJ2 the 
indi0idual is not ?oin? to 7ear aBBthin? that could hurt 
the foot@  :adlB2 this is often not the case@  :ocietB is 
?eared to7ard appearance2 and our patients often 7ill 
all 7ant to conform to the appropriate looJ@  dith 
patients 7ith diabetes2 our Nob as 341 practitioners 
includes helpin? them achie0e the looJ Z 7hich means 
7e ha0e to looJ at other options from the usual 7ide 
and deep fit shoes@ 

1or men2 the alternati0es to traditional dress shoes 
include oLfords 7ith crepe or rubberZtBpe soles2 and 
slipZons that come hi?h on the instep@ 

1or 7omen2 the anonZtraditional dress shoea includes 
(Continued on page :) 
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\edorthics has been a JeB in?redient to the success@ 
Che patient 7as a XWZBearZold male 7ith tBpe S diabeZ
tes2 7ith complete neuropathB@ Che ulcer resulted from 
a WZhour scubaZdi0in? eLcursion@ :and ?ot into his 
scuba boot and 7orJed liJe sand paper@ Chis is a full 
thicJness ulcer located on the plantar aspect of the left 
foot2 beneath the <stZ=rd metatarsal heads2 measurin? 
W@W cm L X@Vcm@ Che ulcer did not probe to bone@ Chere 
7as a pinJ ?ranulation tissue base 7ith no e0idence of 
cellulitis or purulent draina?e@  

 
]lcers are healed all 
the time 7ith differZ
ent protocols@ 9n 
cases liJe this2 bedZ
rest and nonZ7ei?ht 
bearin?2 or use of 
crutches2 are often 
recommended@ But 
the challen?e in this 
case 7as to come up 

7ith a pedorthic solution that could Jeep the patient on 
his feet for <S to <W hours a daB2 and still help promote 
healin?@ Che reasone this patient is a sur?eon 7ith a lot 
of 7orJ to do2 and he did not 7ant to let his patients 
do7n@  
 
3anB "341" members maB be familiar 7ith the 4erZ
man ^ora material2 Muna@ 9t comes in different densities 
and some are a little 
more durable than 
\lastaGote@ Che 4erZ
mans de0eloped a 
method of maJin? a 
moulded shoe out of 
this material usin? an 
interestin? 0acuum 
former that allo7s the 
material to become the 
bladder@ CheB ha0e 
been usin? this method 

for o0er SO Bears 7ith 
?reat success@ Che 
"merican 0ersion is 
called the :olar3ed 
sBstem@  
 
"fter discussin? this 
option 7ith the patient 
and his doctor durin? 
his 0isit to our office2 a 
cast 7as made of him 
for the :olar3edf 
healin? shoe usin? the 
^ora material and method and scheduled a fittin? the 
follo7in? daB@ Che shoe 7as simple to construct2 thereZ
fore 7as in a fe7 hours@  
 
"fter modifBin? the casts2 the molded orthotic 7as made 
out of sin?le densitB2 Wmm pinJ plastaGote and laBered it 
7ith =mm poron and balanced the base 7ith <O mm 
];[ lite2 alon? 7ith a modified ne?ati0e heel rocJer 
built into the orthotic@ Chis 7aB it 7as not necessarB to 
add a sole rocJer@ Chis Jept the shoe li?ht7ei?ht2 7hich 
7as essential to this method@ Che pro?ressi0e pictures 
sho7ed that this 7orJed@ Che theorB for the reason it 
7orJed 7as that the material 7as so li?ht7ei?ht and 
7as directlB moulded to the cast of the foot 7ith onlB 
sli?ht modifications so it fitted liJe a socJ@ 9t becomes 
part of the foot instead of fi?htin? the foot liJe a hea0ier 
shoe can2 therefore practicallB eliminatin? all rotational 
shearin?@ 9t tooJ a total of g months before 7e felt that it 
7as safe to put the foot into a depth shoe and a custom 
orthotic@ Che ulcer actuallB closed in W months@ Chis 
method has been used for manB others 7ith the similar 
results2 but taJin? anB7here from W 7eeJs to V months 
to help completelB heal the ulcers@  
 
Chis case be?an in <UUV2 and the last picture 7as taJen 
durin? SOO<@ Che 7hole point here is that itcs still healed@ 
Che patient is still 7orJin? on his feet <S to <W hours a 
daB@ Fis foot 7as sa0ed from an amputation@  
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ST Q;%c; of t;# fo''o=%n6 do#- 9our ?u-%n#-- 

pro8%d# 
V [ff the shelf foot7ear2 foot7ear modification and 

custom made  
S [ff the shelf foot7ear and foot7ear modification 
S 1oot7ear modification and custom made foot7ear 
S ;ustom made foot7ear onlB 
O 1oot7ear modification onlB 
< [ff the shelf foot7ear onlB 

UT Q;#r# do 9our cu-tom#r- V pat%#nt- com# from 
Wp'#a-# t%c5 a'' ?oX#- app'%ca?'#Y0 

<S \ublic customers h patients that 7alJ in 
<S \atients 7ho ha0e been referred bB a clinician ie@ 

\odiatrist2 4\2 [rthotist2 
<S Ei" \atients 
g [ther Rplease specifBTj 

ZT Q;#r# do 9our r#f#rra'- com# from 
<S \odiatrist 
V 4eneral \ractitioner 
U Ei" 
g [rthotist 
<< \hBsiotherapist 

[A Sat%-f%#d Cu-tom#r- V )at%#nt- 
= [ther Rplease specifBT 
<O@ Fo7 ha0e Bou tried in Bour business to build a 

referral net7orJ` 
U 3eetin? 7ith local clinicians ie@ \odiatrist2 

phBsiotherapist2 orthotist2 other 
V :endin? information introducin? Bourself to 

potential referrers 
X [fferin? complimentarB educati0e talJs to 

communitB health arenaHs and their patients 
< [ther Rplease specifBTj 

[[T Io= do 9ou curr#nt'9 promot# 9our ?u-%n#-- 
Wp'#a-# t%c5 a'' app'%ca?'#Y0 

U :hopfront displaB and si?na?e 
V "d0ertise in local ne7spaper 
> "d0ertise at local communitB centre ne7sh flBer 

drop in local communitB to potential customers 
= \ro0ide complimentarB foot7ear talJs in store2 at 

local communitB centres or at practitioner clinics 
S :ponsorship local communitB e0ent 
< [ther Rplease specifBT 

[@T )'#a-# %nd%cat# =;%c; of t;# fo''o=%n6 9ou f##' 
t;# a--oc%at%on cou'd %ntroduc# to -upport 9our 
'oca' ?u-%n#-- d#8#'opm#nt 

V \ro0ide an internet librarB of flBer templates and 
ad0ertisin? ?uidelines that Bou could access to 
do7nload and personalise 7ith Bour o7n details 

V \ro0ide a prescription template that Bou could 
personalise 7ith Bour specific additional criteria 
and business details 

X \ro0ide a ?eneric printed flBer or brochure that Bou 
could put Bour business stamp or sticJer on for 
promotional acti0itB 

V \ro0ide a ?eneric printed poster for Bou to displaB 
in Bour shopfront2 local communitB centre or at a 
specific communitB e0ent Bou are sponsorin? 

< [ther 

(Continued on page <) 
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Qesults of "341" :ur0eB 

D#-u't- of 12341 Sur8#9 
 

Mate in SOO> 7e sent a sur0eB form to each member 
of the association to help determine the future 
direction of the "341" and establish our priorities@  
Che results from the sur0eB su??est that althou?h 
most members are satisfied or 0erB satisfied 7ith the 
ser0ices pro0ided2 no members are dissatisfied in anB 
7aB@   
 

[ur members ha0e a 7ide 0arietB of 7aBs of reachin? 
their clients and are usin? a number of different 
a0enues to ensure their products are dra7n to the 
attention of both the public and other health 
professionals@ 
 

Che areas that our members 7ant to prioritise for our 
future direction ho7e0er are some7hat 0aried 7ith as 
manB members placin? a lo7 prioritB on the 
su??ested directions as a hi?h prioritB@   
 

Che follo7in? analBsis ?i0es the ra7 results of the 
sur0eB@ 
 

[T Io= -at%-f%#d ar# 9ou =%t; t;# n#=-'#tt#r a- a 
commun%cat%on too' to updat# m#m?#r-0 

S Fi?hlB :atisfied 
U :atisfied 
S ^either satisfied or dissatisfied  
O Eissatisfied 
O Fi?hlB Eissatisfied 

@T Io= -at%-f%#d ar# 9ou =%t; t;# -upport t;# 
a--oc%at%on pro8%d#- %t\- m#m?#r-0 

= Fi?hlB :atisfied 
W :atisfied 
X ^either satisfied or dissatisfied  
O Eissatisfied 
O Fi?hlB Eissatisfied 

]T Io= -at%-f%#d ar# 9ou =%t; t;# '#8#' of 
r#pr#-#ntat%on t;# a--oc%at%on pro8%d#- %t- 
m#m?#r-0 

< Fi?hlB :atisfied 
<< :atisfied 
< ^either satisfied or dissatisfied  
O Eissatisfied 
O Fi?hlB Eissatisfied 

^T )'#a-# %nd%cat# %f 9ou f##' an9 of t;# fo''o=%n6 
ar#a- n##d %mpro8#m#nt Wp'#a-# t%c5 a'' ?oX#- 
9ou f##' ar# app'%ca?'#Y0 

> ^e7sletter ;ommunication 
= [ther ;ommunication to 3embers 
X :upport from the association 
> Qepresentation 

BT Q;%c; of t;# fo''o=%n6 ?#-t d#-cr%?#- 9our 
?u-%n#-- pr#m%-#-0 

W \remises in strip  
S \remises in arcade  
< \remises in lar?e shoppin? centre  
> \ri0ate premises 7ith consultin? area ie@ Fome  

_T Go#- 9our pr#m%-#- %nc'ud# a =or5-;op ar#a 
<O bes 
= ^o 
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`u#-t%on [_T]
`u#-t%on [_T^

[]T )'#a-# %nd%cat# =;%c; of t;# fo''o=%n6 9ou f##' t;# 
a--oc%at%on cou'd %ntroduc# on a nat%ona' '#8#' to 
-upport %ndu-tr9 d#8#'opm#nt t;rou6; n#t=or5- of 
5#9 r#f#rra' -ourc#- %#T )od%atr%-t-a 3)\-a Jrt;ot%-t-a 
);9-%ot;#rap%-t-a Gb1 

<O ;ontact potential referral net7orJs 0ia letter to 
introduce ser0ices of members2 directorB to access 
members and accreditation k build credibilitB and 
perception of association members 7ith these 
sources 

U "dd a directorB of members2 accredited members 
and members under?oin? accreditation onto the 
7ebsite for national referral ?roup reference@   
;ommunicate the a0ailabilitB of this directorB to 
potential referral net7orJs 

W Ee0elop a brochure communicatin? the 0ision of 
the association membership and 7hat Bou brin? as 
pro0iders to impro0e patient h customer mobilitB 
throu?h partnerships 7ith clinicians@    

<O 9n0ite national associations to come to?ether h 
meet 7ith them to share 7hat  the "341" is2 7hat 
our members pro0ide and ho7 7e maB 7orJ 
to?ether to build partnerships in patient care 

[^T :;# a--oc%at%on -;ou'd contact 'oca' 6o8#rnm#nt and 
;#a't;car# -#ctor d#c%-%on ma5#r- to ?u%'d -upport 
and comm#nc# 'o??9%n6 act%8%t9 to ;a8# -p#c%f%c 
m#d%ca' 6rad# and cu-tom foot=#ar r#co6n%-#d and 
r#%m?ur-a?'# und#r 2#d%car# %f pr#-cr%?#d ?9 a 
c'%n%c%an -uc; a- a )od%atr%-t or 3)T 

g :tron?lB a?ree 
= "?ree 
= ^either a?ree or disa?ree 
l Eisa?ree 
l :tron?lB Eisa?ree 

[BT :o ?u%'d cr#d%?%'%t9 =%t; c'%n%c%an- and 6o8#rnm#nta %t 
%- %mportant to ?# a?'# to r#f#r to c'%n%ca' -tud%#-T   
S;ou'd t;# a--oc%at%on comm%--%on a -tud9 V 
r#-#arc; pap#r on pat%#nt outcom#- =;#n foot=#ar %- 
and %- not u-#d %n partn#r-;%p =%t; tr#at%n6 t;# c1t 
D%-5\ footd Wor -om#t;%n6 a'on6 t;#-# '%n#-Y 
)r%or%t%-%n6 1--oc%at%on Ln%t%at%8#- 

> :tron?lB a?ree 
X "?ree 
S ^either a?ree or disa?ree 
O Eisa?ree 
O :tron?lB Eisa?ree   

(Continued from page >) [_T )'#a-# %nd%cat# from [ to [A =%t; [ ?#%n6 t;# 
;%6;#-t pr%or%t9 and [A ?#%n6 t;# 'o=#-ta t;# '#8#' 
of pr%or%t9 for t;# of t;# fo''o=%n6 %n%t%at%8#-  

  (Graph belo@ summaries responses) 
<W@< Mocal business de0elopment tools 
<W@S ^ational industrB de0elopment throu?h referral 

net7orJs 
<W@= 4o0ernment lobbBin? 
<W@> Qesearch 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Che results of this sur0eB 7ill be re0ie7ed bB the 
mana?ement committee and the state representati0es so that 
7e can be?in to de0elop a lon?Zterm strate?ic plan based on 
the 7ishes of the members of the association@ 
 
"nB comments that members 7ould liJe to maJe about the 
sur0eB2 anB issues arisin? from the sur0eB or other matters 
that should be considered in the strate?ic plan2 should be 
for7arded to 1rances Qee0es either bB mail2 phone or email@  
Che contacts for 1rances are ?i0en on the bacJ pa?e@ 

Sur8#9 r#-u't- cont%nu#d 

C#rt%f%cat%on :ra%n%n6 
3embers are reminded that the ;ertification Crainin? 
pro?ram is published on the 7eb and in the calendar on 
the bacJ pa?e of 1eet 1irst@ 
Che neLt trainin? dates arej 
 
EaBs <mS 
Brisbane Z gth and Vth "pril 
:BdneB Z =Oth "pril and <st 3aB 
 
EaBs =m> 
:BdneB Z <=th and <>th 3aB 
3elbourne nulB Z Eates to be determined 
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:;# n#Xt n#=-'#tt#r =%'' ?# pu?'%-;#d %n 
S#pt#m?#rT  Lf 9ou =%-; to ad8#rt%-# 9our product- 
or -#r8%c#- p'#a-# contact0 
 
3Q: 1Q"^;D: QDDiD: 
"]:CQ"M9"^ 3DE9;"M 4Q"ED 1[[CdD"Q "::[;@ 9^;@ 
\@ [ B[o X<>> 
\QD:C[^:  ^:d  S<gO 
 
1 nom%na' f## =%'' ?# c;ar6#dT 
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3arB nanes2 sandals2 and slipZons that come hi?h on the 
instep@ 

9t reallB isnct as hard as Boucd eLpect to ?et Bour patients into 
this tBpe of foot7ear@  "sJ patients Bouc0e alreadB fitted 7ith 
these nonZtraditional dress shoes to brin? photo?raphs of 
themsel0es at their e0ents2 dressed in their finerB Z includin? 
the shoes Bou fit them 7ith for the special occasion@  EisplaB 
these photos throu?hout Bour fittin? rooms@ 

9f Bou do not supplB shoes2 let the patients Jno7 7hat to ?o 
out and looJ for2 so Bou can do the modifications theB need to 
protect themsel0es a?ainst harm@  "nd al7aBs displaB the 
results Z pictures ser0e as testimonials that patients at risJ can 
be dressed up 7ithout 7earin? traditional dress shoes@ 

Qemind patients that e0en nonZtraditional dress shoes reallB 
are specialZoccasion shoes2 not to be 7orn e0erB daB@  
:andals often ?et a bad rap 7here the diabetic foot is 
concerned2 but theBcre used all the time as healin? de0ices@ 

2od%f%cat%on- 

dith nonZtraditional dress shoes2 an 341 practitioner can 
modifB them to the patientcs specific needs@  3odifications 
frePuentlB used bB people 7ith diabetes includej 

!" 1ull directZmoulded inlaBs 
!" [0erZtheZcounter accommodati0e inlaBs 
!" [rthoses and arch supports 

DLternal shoe modifications such as rocJer bottoms@ 

Che ;harcot foot that needs dress shoes for men2 the ans7er 
is relati0elB easB2 and clothin? helps@  D0en 7hen a hi?h top is 
needed2 there are enou?h plainZtoe hi?h tops that2 once the 
pants le? is o0er the top2 noZone is the 7iser@ 

domen 7ith a ;harcot foot2 ho7e0er2 ha0e a harder time@  
Chere are some 7ideZbased sandals 7ith remo0able insoles 
that can 7orJ Puite nicelB for short periods of time Z but itcs 
important to remind the patient that she is bein? fit 7ith asitZ
do7n shoes2a dressB in appearance but not intended to propel 
her throu?h the occasion on her feet@ 

[ne patient 7ho had a ;harcot deformitB in both feet needed 
to attend the 7eddin? of her dau?hter@  :he 7anted to 7ear a 
bri?ht red dress and needed adressB shoes to 7ear@  a "fter 
much thou?ht she 7as fitted in a 7ell Jno7n brand of sandal 
that had a remo0able insole2 a 0erB 7ide midZfoot and lots of 
straps for support@   

But the best part 7as2 it 7as red and matched the dress 
perfectlB@  " custom dual densitB inlaB 7as made usin? Wmm 
medium 7hite plastaGote and Wmm soft blacJ@  Chis 7as 
moulded directlB to her foot and the bottom ?round flat to fit 
into the bed of the sandal@  QocJer soles 7ere added and off 
she 7ent to the 7eddin?@   

Che patient 7as 0erB happB 7ith the result@ 

(Continued from page A) 
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dith the outstandin? success of the SOO> ;onference in 
:BdneB2 the SOOX ;onference promises to be e0en 
bi??er and better@  
 
"lreadB a number of JeB national and international 
speaJers ha0e a?reed to participate and a number of 
suppliers ha0e indicated their interest in ha0in? a 
displaB stand@ 
 
"nB supplier members of "341" are in0ited to contact 
1rances Qee0es on ROST UVS= OWV> to discuss 
conditions and siGe of displaBs allo7ed@ 
 
Che conference 7ill be in ;anberra@  ;asper [Gin?a 
and "lison ii?ners are ne?otiatin? 7ith a number of 
0enues2 but the most fa0oured at this time is the 
"ustralian 9nstitute of :port@ 
 
Che SOOX ;onference 7ill follo7 the same format of this 
BearHs ;onference 7ith the "43 on the 1ridaB ni?ht2 
\resentations and dorJshops on the :aturdaB and 
:undaB 7ith the last session on the :undaB bein? an 
open forum for members and other staJeholders to 
discuss issues rele0ant to the 341 industrB@  
 
"341" members that ha0e attended pre0ious 
;onferences in 3elbourne and :BdneB ha0e indicated 
superior satisfaction 7ith the ;onference and the 
opportunities for net7orJin?@  ;onference satisfaction 
le0els are al7aBs hi?h and e0erBone has confirmed theB 
enNoB the miL of presentation2 7orJshop and 
net7orJin?@ 
 
Che ;onference is sure to be a success and members 
are ur?ed to confirm their attendance as soon as details 
are released@ 
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Che "ustralian 3edical 4rade 1oot7ear "ssociation has reco?nised the 
need for representin? those people that pro0ide ser0ice and product to 
patients that ha0e mobilitB difficulties due to the medical problems 7ith 
their feet@ 
 
1ormed ser0al Bears a?o it is slo7lB ?ro7in? so that it no7 re?ularlB 
communicates 7ith the JeB representati0es from ?o0ernment and 
medical health funds@  Chrou?h its pro?rams2 the "341" is encoura?in? 
its members to impro0e their Pualifications and reco?nition@  \ro?rams 
include ;341\2 pualitB "ssurance and ;ompetencB :tandards 
 
Che names and or?anisations of the people that earn the 3edical 4rade 
1oot7ear \ractitioners R341\T ;ertificate and Qe?istration 7ill be 
published@  Che medical profession 7ill be encoura?ed to recommend 
341\Hs to their patients for the pro0ision of eLpert ad0ice and product@  
Che other sections of the certification sBstem reco?nise the specialised 
Qetail and 1oot7ear 3odification components of our profession@ 
 
Che "341" is also pro0idin? ?uidance in the pualitB 3ana?ement of the 
or?anisations that are represented bB its members@  Che 4eneric pualitB 
:Bstem has been specificallB desi?ned for implementation in a 3edical 
4rade 1oot7ear or?anisation@  9t reco?nises the special relationship 
bet7een the pro0ider and the patient and assures the pro0ision of eLpert 
ad0ice and PualitB product bB the or?anisation@ 
 
"341" has also been a maNor contributor to the de0elopment of the 
"^C" competencB rePuirements that 7ill shortlB be published@ 
 
Che "341" is for members that 7ant reco?nition of their competencB to 
pro0ide a full ser0ice in the 3edical 4rade 1oot7ear industrB2 7orJ in 
or?anisations that ha0e as their JeB obNecti0e to pro0ide PualitB ad0ice 
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  Feet          First 

1ALEN/A6 2005 

/ate E;ent Location 1ontact 

April 9@10 1ertification Training /ays 1 F 2 Brisbane Ernie Tye 
April 12 NSW State Keeting Sydney Frances 6ee;es 
Apr 30@ 
Kay 1 

1ertification Training /ays 1 F 2 Sydney Frances 6ee;es 

Kay 14@15 1ertification Training /ays 3 F 4 Sydney Frances 6ee;es 
Aug 12 AOK 1anberra Frances 6ee;es 
Aug 13@14 1onference 1anberra Frances 6ee;es 
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\residentj 3r rarl :chott 
:ecretarBj 3r ;asper [Gin?a 
Creasurerj 3r Qon Fenson 
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